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The Egyptian vulture – a species under threat 

The Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) is recognized as globally ‘Endangered’(EN). It 

was uplisted in 2007 due to rapid population declines in most of its range, especially across 

Europe, Africa and India. It is listed in the EU Birds Directive (Annex I), the Bern Convention 

(Appendix II), the CMS (Appendix II), and the CITES (Appendix II). 

Range and focus of Action Plan 

The Egyptian vulture is a long distance migrant, and is found throughout Eurasia and Africa. The 

population that is targeted by this Action Plan breeds across the Balkans, Central Asia and 

Caucasian region, and migrates to wintering grounds that largely overlap with the range of the 

resident population of the same species in the Middle East, Central and East Africa. The major 

threats along the flyway that are addressed by this plan are poisoning, electrocution and 

collisions with energy infrastructure, and direct persecution. Mostly, the drivers pushing the 

different stakeholders’ activities that threaten the species are economic; most (if not all) 

stakeholder groups lacked awareness of the affect of their activities have on the conservation 

status of the Egyptian vultures. The Action Plan seeks to consider the following needs: long-term 

research and monitoring; designation of protected areas (non-EU); building conservation 

capacity; improving exchange of information; coordination of NGO driven initiatives; 

partnerships with industry (e.g. energy, agriculture); and improving awareness-raising and 

publicity. 

Framework for action 

The overall long-term goal of the Action Plan is to improve the conservation status of the 

Egyptian vulture, leading initially to its downlisting to Vulnerable and eventually achieving a 



favorable conservation status of the species across FAP range. In shorter term, by 2026 the 

EVFAP seeks to halt the downward trends in the declining meta-populations while maintaining 

stable or increasing trends for the healthy ones. More specifically, through 67 actions the EVFAP 

aims to significantly reduce Egyptian vulture mortality in the FAP range due to poisoning, illegal 

killing, electrocution and collision with energy infrastructures; enhance the size and productivity 

of breeding populations; and ensure endorsement and effective implementation of the the 

EVFAP by all Range States. 

Delivery and coordination 

It is envisaged that the EVFAP will be implemented over a 10-year period (2017 – 2026). It 

should be reviewed every five years (with the first review in 2021), and updated every 10 years 

(first update due in 2026). An emergency review will be undertaken if there is a sudden major 

change liable to affect one of the populations. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


